Small Group Discussion Questions

“Be God”

Ben Davis

Baptism symbolizes how the old you is gone and the new
you has come.
Ecclesiastes 12:1 “Remember your Creator in the days of your
youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach
when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them.”
Baptism is a decisive decision to __________________________.
•

Why be baptized?

•

When am I ready?
Acts 8:13 “Simon himself believed and was baptized.”

•

How to be baptized?
Matthew 3:16 “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up
out of the water.”

Acts 22:16 “What are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and
wash your sins away, calling on his name.”

Solomon’s life can be summed up as “The Tale of 2 Lives.”
In the first part of his life, he followed God. He was a successful
leader, a wise leader, and he was the envy of other leaders and
kings of his day.
In the second part of his life, he followed himself. He became his
own god. In doing so, he wrecked his life, his marriages, his family,
and his nation.
• Pastor Mark Batterson is fond of saying that we make a few
major decisions throughout our lives and then spend the rest
of our lives managing those decisions. What is one pivotal
decision you made in life, and what has its impact been? If
you were baptized last weekend, share what led you to make
that decision.
Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-8
Here Solomon uses a lot of poetic language to say that before you
get old, before your mind get fuzzy and your knees weak, don’t let
your life journal be full of regret and shame like mine
was. Remember your Creator and live a better story while you’re
still young.
• When is one time when you decided to live a better story?
• In the Old Testament, we read a lot about people who built
altars to God as a way to remember what He had done in
their lives. What is one thing you could do each day—in
addition to prayer and Bible study—that would be a way of
remembering God?
The word “remember” here means more than recalling facts or
thinking about God, to “remember” God is to obey Him. We obey
God because He is God, because he is so much bigger and greater
than we are, but we also obey God because—as we’ve seen
throughout this series—our lives are better when we obey Him,
when we let God be God. When we try to be God like Solomon did,
we wreck our lives.
• How much does a desire to obey God impact your daily
decisions?
Read Ecclesiastes 12:9-14
Solomon made many observations about life in Ecclesiastes. He
noted the joys of life and the tragedies. He pointed out the futility
of human pursuits as an end in themselves. Pleasure, wealth,
sexuality, work, and all other human activities are meaningless
apart from pursuing God.

In these closing verses, Solomon writes his conclusion, he gives his
bottom line. The goal of life is to fear God and keep His commands.
And these commands are inseparable.
In Ecclesiastes 12:13, the command to fear God is elevated to the
supreme principle of life. Fearing God doesn’t mean walking around
scared that God will harm us if we displease Him. Fearing God is
the attitude of a follower of Jesus who recognizes the truth of who
God is and gives Him the honor He deserves by obeying His
commands. Nothing dishonors God more than when we willfully
disregard what He has asked of us.
This level of obedience is the example that Jesus set for us. By
leaving heaven and coming to earth to be a sacrifice for us, Jesus
demonstrated that obedience is rooted in love for God and worship
of Him. When we obey God, we’re following Jesus’ example.
• If you know God but don’t obey Him, what does that say
about the way you view God and your relationship with Him?
Read Philippians 2:1-8
Here Paul, the man who started many of the earliest churches,
reminds us that Jesus is the ultimate example of humility and
obedience. That Jesus, even though He is God, he submitted
himself to the will of God the Father, and humbled himself by
becoming a human—setting aside all of the rights and privileges
that come with being God—and sacrificing His life to heal the
broken relationship between God and people.
• What do you think it was like for Jesus to leave heaven and
become human? What did He give up in doing so?
• What would our lives look like if obeying God were our a
primary focus rather than a secondary concern?
Application
What is one change you plan to make as a result of this message?

